


Last week in our Empathy Assembly, we shared the beautiful story Grandpa and the Kingfisher by Arna Wilson &Sarah Massini
Anna Wilson. This book explores love, loss and the way memories can keep someone close to us, '
even after they are gone.

The story follows a child and their grandpa, whose shared love of watching kingfishers becomes a
powerful symbol of connection. Through the changing seasons, the children reflected on how
nature can help us process big feelings and how remembering someone special can bring comfort
rather than only sadness.

During our discussion, we explored thoughtful questions such as:

e How can we show empathy to someone who is missing a loved one?

e  What might someone feel when they lose someone important to them?
e Why is it important to listen carefully when a friend is sharing a memory?
e How can nature sometimes help us feel better?

The children spoke with remarkable maturity and such kindness. One child shared, “If my friend was sad, | wouldn’t try to
fix it straight away, | would just sit with them so they’re not alone.”

You may wish to continue the conversation at home by asking:

e What does empathy mean to you?
e When have you helped someone who was feeling sad?
e What helps you when you miss someone?
As always, it is lovely to hear your children’s thoughtful voices and to watch their understanding grow, not just

academically, but emotionally too.
Rights Respecting Schools

This week, as we mark Children’s Mental Health Week, we have been thinking about this
year’s theme: ‘This Is My Place.” The theme encourages children to reflect on where they
feel they belong, who helps them feel safe and valued, and how they can help others feel
that way too.

In this week’s Rights Respecting Schools assembly, we explored Article 8 of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child — the right to identity. Article 8 reminds us that
every child has the right to their own identity, including their name, nationality, family
connections, culture and beliefs.

To help us think about this important right, we shared the powerful picture book
‘Where?’ by Jordan Collins.

The story follows a child who is often asked the question, “Where are you from?”
Although it can sound like a friendly question, the book gently explores how it can
sometimes carry a different meaning — such as:

“Why is your skin a different colour?”

JORDAN COLLINS

PHIL LESNIE

“Why is your hair like that?” e

“Why don’t you look like me?”

The story highlights how being asked this repeatedly can make someone feel as though they don’t truly belong
— even when this is the place they call home.






The children practised this message using the interactive whiteboard. When
the paint programme ‘went wrong’, they confidently told an adult straight
away. This helped reinforce our understanding that technology should
always be used with adult support and that we must speak up if something
doesn’t seem right.

In Literacy, we brought our Traditional Tales topic to a close by writing or
illustrating our own stories. The children have truly blown us away with their enthusiasm and
engagement this week. It has been wonderful to hear Saplings confidently exploring initial sounds
in their words, and to see Ash class beginning to include digraphs in their writing.

In Maths, the children have been enjoying using subitising during dice
games in their play, quickly recognising amounts without counting. They
have also been applying their knowledge of humber patterns to build
fluency and confidence.

During Knowledge and Understanding of the World the children were
learning about Chinese New Year!

This week in Beech Class, the children have been engaged in a wide range of exciting and thought-provoking
activities, developing skills across PSHE, Art, DT, and English, while also deepening their understanding of key
concepts and reflecting on their learning.

In PSHE, the children focused on Safer Internet Day. They explored the SMART rules
for staying safe online. S stands for Safe, reminding them to only share information
they are comfortable with. M is for Meeting, emphasising that online friends should
never be met in real life without an adult. A represents Accepting, encouraging
caution when receiving messages, links, or files from strangers. R is for Reliable,
helping children understand that not everything online is true or trustworthy. Finally,

T stands for Tell, reinforcing the importance of telling a trusted adult if something
online makes them feel worried or uncomfortable. The children discussed real-life examples of online safety

and considered how they can protect themselves and support friends in digital spaces. They then worked
collaboratively to design informative posters, illustrating what each letter of SMART stands for. These posters

will be displayed around the classroom as reminders of the importance of safe ——y
online behaviour. Through this activity, the children strengthened their —
understanding of digital responsibility, teamwork, and communication skills.

In Art, Year 2 have been finishing their sculptures inspired by Barbara Hepworth.
After carefully shaping their designs, the children used paint to bring their ideas to
life, thinking carefully about colour, texture, and form. Following this, they wrote
detailed evaluations reflecting on both the process and the final outcomes. They
considered questions such as what techniques worked well, what was
challenging, and how they might improve next time. This reflection allowed
them to connect artistic skills with critical thinking, helping them to
understand that creativity involves trial, adaptation, and personal expression.






Our history lessons transported us back to Tudor times as we investigated England’s quarrel with Spain and
explored the reasons behind the failure of the Spanish Armada. To make our learning even more memorable,
we were visited by a very disgruntled King Philip of Spain! The children had to explain to him exactly why his
invasion had gone so badly wrong, using all the historical knowledge they had gathered. The role play sparked
some excellent speaking and listening and showed just how much the children have understood.

We have also finished reading our class text, The Iron Man, which led to thoughtful discussions about empathy
and understanding others. The children reflected on the powerful themes within the story, as well as the rich
descriptive language and strong verbs used by the author. In PSHE, we explored how to make safe choices in
tricky situations, offering sensible advice to imaginary characters. As half term approaches, we have been
gathering together our beautiful Impressionist-inspired artwork and reflecting on the fantastic progress we have
made. It has truly been a busy, creative and rewarding week in Lime Class.

This week in Maple Class, we finished reading our class novel The Mystery of the Egyptian Scroll by Scott Peters.
The children responded thoughtfully to empathy-based questions, demonstrating an understanding of the
characters’ emotions, motivations and experiences throughout the story.

In English, the Year 5 children focused on writing historical narratives. They wrote descriptive openings using

precise vocabulary to bring their settings to life. The children worked hard to build atmosphere through

figurative language, proudly producing engaging pieces of writing inspired by their learning about Ancient
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paragraphs about their families for their autobiographies, using
noun phrases and fronted adverbials.

In History, the children investigated the inventions and
achievements of the Ancient Egyptians, exploring how these
innovations have influenced the modern world. They also took
part in a Diamond 9 activity, ranking key achievements and
justifying their choices through discussion.

In Art, the children took part in a sculpture lesson where they
created small pots and vases inspired by Ancient Egyptian art.

They enthusiastically experimented with a range of tools and

techniques, including coiling, pinching and slabbing.






We finished by agreeing that we are the very best people to use our imaginations, creativity and original ideas
— and that technology should support our thinking, not replace it.

On Thursday, we were lucky enough to take part in a brilliant online

session led by The Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge. During
the session, an expert from the institute, Kat
Murphy, shared many incredible stories about
Captain Scott and his expedition to the South Pole.

We learned about the extraordinary challenges faced by the team, the harsh
Antarctic conditions, and the determination and resilience needed for such an
ambitious journey. We were fascinated and asked some excellent, thoughtful
qguestions. We had the opportunity to share some of our thoughts on Scott’s Terra
Nova expedition and the expert thought our arguments were truly impressive. Kat
commented how impressed she was with our subject knowledge and sent an email
to us later that day saying,

‘How absolutely wonderful to meet your class today - | was absolutely blown away
with the depth of their knowledge and curiosity about Scott and his expeditions.
Please pass on my thanks for their engagement and thoughtful, challenging
questions! | also really appreciated the opportunity to hear the balanced
arguments they've written and was very impressed with their conclusions!” Kat
Murphy

It was a fantastic opportunity to bring our learning to life and hear directly
from a specialist in the field. If you are looking for something to do during half
term, why not visit the Scott Polar Museum in Cambridge!



